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Lovely Nyssa Wyndham, fair and proud as her mother, Blaze, is lady-in-waiting to Henry VIII's fourth

wife. . . . Scandalizing all of England, Henry has his marriage annulled, for the Queen cannot meet

the bawdy desires of the insatiable king. Henry seeks a spirited, lusty new wife--and eyes the

beautiful Nyssa. But in a land rife with conspiracy and rebellion, there are those in secret power

determined to thwart Henry's intentions. A drugged Nyssa awakens in the arms of the notorious

rake Varian de Winter. Her virtue destroyed, the outraged king orders them to wed.Handsome--and

soon smitten--Varian de Winter dares to conquer his spitfire bride. But the intrigues and dark side of

the court intrude upon their brief happiness as Nyssa is trapped in a devious plot and witness to the

deadly wrath of Henry Tudor. Suddenly, jealousy and revenge grow bloodthirsty, and all that Nyssa

holds dear is in dire jeopardy. . . .
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I just finished reading this book. I have read several of Bertrice Small's books and there are some I



adore and some that just don't catch my interest. I am not in to the whole harem scene I can't enjoy

a book where woman share one common man, it's just not my thing. I enjoyed most of the Pleasure

series.If there is one thing about Small's books I have learned is she writes rough she is not for the

true soft romantic as many of her books have not only the hero dieing but in many cases rape or

multiple partners. I know what your thinking why would you keep buying them? The answer is not

easy to answer other than sometimes I just want a break from the normal. Yes, I like soft, gentle

romance but but sometimes you just crave something with more grit to it. I don't reach for the orgies

but she does have an unique talent for describing and showing how rough things were in the 1500's

at court. She is excellent at giving you the true history (with self made charcters) it interrest me as a

woman we take our rights for granted to learn what a woman of those times had to endure just to

stay alive.For instance a woman who was raped was frowned upon more than the offender.The

couple in this book Nyssa and Varien were perfect. At first you wish they would have got together

differently and how fast Nyssa just accepts her fate was hard to get, but than the couple begins to

grow on you. I think its all the detail Small adds that make it easier to accept what is going on.

*******POSSIBLE SPOILER******What intrigued me the most was how gripping the ending was.

Small does not always give the sweet ending many others do. Cat just accepting her fate and doing

so with dignity caught in my throat. I actually pictured myself there as she gave her final words and

although I could not fully understand Nyssa for being so gracious to her I was just in aww of the

detail that went into all the exicutions. I am a big horror film fan so to read this in a romance novel

added a little flare. I'm not saying I want to read a lot of it but it drew you in to how truly barbaric they

were in those days.What truly pleased me about this book was Small did give it a happy ending. I'm

afraid to read what she does to these characters in other novels as she claims you will read of them

in the future. She has a habbit of killing off heroes, remember?

Memorable historical moments and woven with some fact and believable fiction. Main characters

were strong and weak where the story needed them to be. Bertrice, you are my favorite! Love

scenes are like WOW!

I can honestly say that I did not want to stop reading this book. It had me in the beginning. I cried

when they cried, I laughed when they laughed and the end was a real tear jerker but I loved every

bit of it. I would recommend Bertrice Small books all day long love love them !!!!!

Excellent review if complex history. Excellent book which is MUCH better than the predecessor



Blaze book about her mother where Bertrice Small must have been ill for much of the book. This

one was really good though I don't understand why Queen Catherine was frisky on side lovers when

King Henry had a sweet tooth for chopping heads off but that part of history was true. Honestly how

much nipple twirling can a romance reader take? This was less of that thank God.

Wow. This was really hard to put down. I was sorry to read that Bertrice Small is gone on . I intend

to read everything she has written

Great book and excellent service. kr

Love Bertrice Small sad that she passed so young. May she rest in peace. Maybe she has other

books waiting to go to print.
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